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ABSTRACT 

A drop hammer for driving piles. The drop hammer of the present 
invention comprises a housing member and a ram member. The housing 
member defines a housing chamber. The ram member is supported within 
the housing chamber for movement relative to the housing member 
between an upper position and a lower position. When the ram member 
moves into the lower position, the impact of the ram member drives the 
pile. When the ram member falls below a preload position between the 
lower and upper positions, fluid within a preload chamber portion of the 
housing chamber compresses as the ram member moves into the lower 
position. 


